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Our Guest Speaker 
The Honorable Randall Woodfin 

         The Honorable Randall Woodfin was born and 

raised in Birmingham, Alabama.  He is a product of Bir-
mingham City Schools.  After graduating from Shades Val-
ley High School in Birmingham, Alabama, he attended 
Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia.  While matricu-
lating at Morehouse College, he majored in political sci-
ence and was elected to serve as President of the Student 
Government Association.  Upon graduating from More-
house College, he attended Cumberland School of Law at 
Samford University where he earned his Juris Doctor de-
gree. 

 After graduating from law school, he devoted him-

self to public service.  He worked with the city of Birming-

ham’s Division of Youth Services, the Birmingham City 

Council, and the Jefferson County Committee for Economic 

Opportunity.  In 2009, he became an assistant city attorney 

for the city of Birmingham.  During this same time, he de-

cided to pursue his passion for public office by entering the 

race for a seat on the Birmingham Board of Education.  After losing this election, he endeavored 

to learn more about the needs of students and parents, and he shaped his vision for the needs of 

the schools in the city.  His second attempt in 2013 was successful.   It not only won him a seat on 

the Board, but he was also elected president of that Board, a capacity in which he would serve 

from 2013-2015. 

 In addition to serving on the Board of Education, Randall Woodfin served on many other 

boards, which include the Alabama Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy, Birmingham Botanical 

Gardens, and the Hispanic Interest Coalition of Alabama. Other boards on which he has served 

comprise the Birmingham Exchange Fund, American Red Cross, Birmingham Education Founda-

tion, and the Birmingham Cultural Alliance.  He is past president of the Morehouse College Alumni 

Association, Birmingham Chapter. Additionally, he is a graduate of Leadership Birmingham, Class 

of 2014 and, Leadership Alabama, Class of 2016. 

 On October 3, 2017, the citizens of Birmingham elected Randall Woodfin Mayor of the city 

of Birmingham.  Mayor Randall Woodfin took the office of Mayor of Birmingham on November 

28, 2017. 
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Prelude        Ms. Belinda Stanley 
  

Welcome/Occasion       Antonio Hamilton, President 
 

Invocation        Deacon Henry Ketton   
   
 

Music:             Choir      
  
 

Offertory        Ushers 

 

Introduction of Guest Speaker     Bro. Carl Shamburger 

  
Guest Speaker        Honorable Randall Woodfin, Mayor 

 
Music:             Choir     
          
 

Presentation of Awards           
  

Cecil St. Clair Service Award      Darryl Sinkfield and Curtis Stewart  

(Honorable Randall Woodfin, Mayor)         
   

Laymen’s Appreciation Award     Darryl Sinkfield and Curtis Stewart 
   
   

Recognition of Visitors and Guest     Darryl Sinkfield 

 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing”      Audience (Please Stand) 

 
Remarks and Benediction      Rev. Dr.  Wendy Coleman 

NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

First Congregational Christian Church and members of the Laymen’s Fellowship welcome you to our 
Annual Black History Program.  Please join us immediately following service in the Fellowship Hall for 
a reception as we honor our special guest and speaker. 



Honoring Alabama Black Mayors   
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Honoring Alabama Black Mayors 

Honorable Willie Mae Powell Shorter 
Honorable Lawrence Haygood, Jr. Tuskegee 
Honorable Saint Thomas, Jr. Union Springs 

Honorable Jamaal Hunter Uniontown 

Honorable Anthony James Vrendenburgh 

Honorable Elizabeth Davis White Hall 
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Lift Every Voice and Sing 

By James Weldon Johnson 

 
Lift every voice and sing 

Till earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the listening skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us, 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 
Let us march on till victory is won. 

Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chastening rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, 

Have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 

Out from the gloomy past, 
Till now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
May we forever stand. 

True to our God, 
True to our native land. 






