
SIMON PETER, FROM 
WEAKNESS TO STRENGTH 

Daily Bible Readings 
M July 6 Acts 2:14-21 Filled with the Spirit's Boldness 
T July 7 Ps. 34:1-9 God Delivers from All Fear 
W July 8 Ps. 34:10-22 God Is Near the Brokenhearted 
Th July 9 Mark 8:27-33 Imperfect Understanding 

F July 10 Isa. 41:8-13 Fear Not; God Is with You 
Sa July 11 Mark 14:55-72 Cr\Imbling under Pressure 

STEPPING INTO THE WORD 

In our Christian context, discipleship is the lifelong process 
of following Jesus, a journey of spiritual formation and 

transformation that ocCurs when we engage in Bible study, 
nurture others in faith formation, and worship and serve in 
communities with other Christians. To the best of our ability, 
we demonstrate the character of Jesus in our daily activities, 
words, and deeds. 

A quick internet search for the term disciple or discipleship 
brings up all sorts of programs, resources, and curriculum 
promising to make faithful disciples. These materials tend to 
overlook the human factor in the discipleship equation, how-
ever. As we of the Reformed tradition might say, we are fallible 
human beings with the tendency to sin and fall short of God's 
standard (Rom. 3:23). We are in good company, however, as 
Scripture is full of stories of disciples who repeatedly fall short 
and serve as models of discipleship. Simon Peter, the central 
character in this lesson, is one such example. 

Simon Peter, also known as Cephas, and his brother, 
Andrew, joined Jesus early in his ministry and were with him 
until Jesus' death. Peter, whose name means rock, could be 
dependable and loyal and became a leader among the twelve. 
He could also be impetuous, short-sighted; or premature in 

BACKGROUND 
SCRIPTURE 
Mark 8:27-29; Luke 
22:31-34; John 
18:25-27; 21:15-17 

A VERSE TO 
REMEMBER 
He said to him the 
third time, "Simon 
son of John, do you 
love me?" Peter 
felt hurt because 
he said to him the 
third time, "Do you 
love me?" And he 
said to him, "Lord, 
you know every-
thing; you know 
that I love you." 
Jesus said to him, 
"Feed my sheep." 
(John 21:17) 
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his actions when he did not fully comprehend what Jesus was 
trying to teach the disciples in general and himself specifically. 
He was prone to look before he leaped, whether into the water or 
in response to a question. Peter was fully human, failing more 
than once to live into his stated intentions as he journeyed with 
Jesus toward the cross. 

This lesson is a character study of sorts, using Peter's relation-
ship to Jesus to encourage our ongoing formation and reflection 
as disciples. Just because we are never going to reach perfection, 
or because we may feel we are not a "good enough" disciple, it 
doesn't mean we should stop trying. 

Spirit, open my heart to your love. In each thought, word, and deed, 
may my living bring you glory. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE 	Mark 8:27-29; Luke 22:31-34; John 18:25-27; 
21:15-17 

8:27jesus  went on with his disciples to the villages of 
Caesarea Philippi, and on the way he asked his disci-

ples, "Who do people say that I am?" 28And they answered him, 
"John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the 
prophets." 29He asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" 
Peter answered him, "You are the Messiah." 

22: 	"Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift 
all of you like wheat, 32but I have prayed for you 

that your own faith may not fail, and you, when once you have 
turned back, strengthen your brothers." 33  And he said to him, 
"Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!" 34Jesus 
said, "I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day until you 
have denied three times that you know me." 

185  Now Simon Peter was standing and warming him-
self. They asked him, "You are not also one of his 

disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." 260ne of 
the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter 
had cut off, asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with him?" 
27Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed. 

21:15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?" He 
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Note: Find Scripture 
Notes for this 
reading on the 
final page of the 
lesson. 

said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to 
him, "Feed my lambs." 16A second time he said to him, "Simon 
son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." 17  He 
said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" 
Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, "Do you 
love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you 
know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep." 

SIMON PETER: A FULLY HUMAN DISCIPLE 
ach of the Gospels recounts core events of Jesus' life—his 
ntry into Jerusalem, trial and crucifixion, resurrection, and 

ascension. Interpretations of his public ministry, including the 
schooling of the disciples, are also found in each Gospel. While 
they share many of the same stories, each account also includes 
unique material, reflecting its author's perspectives and theolog-
ical emphases. A brief discussion of each of this lesson's passages 
sheds light on their significance to our ongoing discipleship 
development as they illustrate Peter's journey with Jesus. 

Mark 8:27-29: This exchange takes place as Jesus and his disci-
ples turn from public ministry in Galilee toward Jerusalem. 
While Peter rightly answers that Jesus is the anointed one 
(Messiah in Hebrew, Christ in Greek) who will bring in the king-
dom of God, his response is incomplete as is his comprehension 
of the lesson at hand. From here on, Jesus' focus is on demon-
strating the full meaning of what it means to be Christ not only 
for himself, but for their future as disciples. We may understand 
Jesus' rebuke in 8:34 as a warning to Peter that there was more to 
learn about himself and what serving Jesus means, regardless of 
his title (Son of God, Son of David, or Son of Man). 

Luke 22:31-34: Jesus' prediction of Peter's denials occurs in a 
different order in the four Gospels. The point is similar: Jesus 
warns Peter that the road ahead will be full of hardships that will 
test his faith. What the disciples experience will transform them, 
like grinding and sifting flour transforms. Peter cannot yet 
fathom the changing religious climate nor comprehend the 
extraordinary implications of Jesus' intercessory prayers on 
behalf of his future ministry. Ever the enthusiastic disciple, Peter 
sees himself by Jesus' side unto death. Jesus' prediction of his 
denial falls on disbelieving ears. 

John 18:25-27 and 21:15-17: Peter's denials mean he must face 
the truth of his failure to live up to his own expectations in the 
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face of personal risk. He now knows the truth of Jesus' warning. 
In our concluding passage, Peter's threefold affirmations, his 
love for Jesus, and his pledge to love his followers as Jesus com-
mands (John 13:34-35) counter Peter's denials. Jesus entrusts 
him with the continuation of his ministry. Peter's relationship 
with Jesus after his resurrection is now based on a complete 
picture of what his own life will entail. 

UHow do your experiences as a disciple mirror Peter's? Where 
have you experienced assurance in your abilities to continue 
to serve faithfully in the face of your shortcomings? 

SECOND ENDINGS 

In these snapshots of Peter's witness, faith, repentance, forgive-
ness, pride, prayer, failure, shame, reconciliation, and love 

function in the circuitous, non-linear life of a disciple. These 
brief observations of their theological implications may help 
imagine how our experiences mirror Peter's. 

Mark 8:25-29: Peter may have been puz7led, even discour-
aged, by Jesus' insistence on silence. Likewise, we may chafe 
when our ideas about how to share our witness or be of service 
are tempered by others who have more experience. Like Peter, we 
may not see how even good intentions might be misunderstood 
or harmful to others, or may undermine public confidence in 
Christianity. We can heed Mark's warnings and learn from 
Peter's mistakes. Discipleship has its costs, as we learn, often the 
hard way. These reminders of human shortcomings and affirma-
tions of sincere intentions serve to caution and assure us: We are 
not the first to misunderstand what saying "yes" to Jesus may 
mean for us. A willingness to live and learn is essential. 

Luke 22:31-34: This passage should inspire hope in all of us 
who feel unprepared for the challenges life throws at us. Being 
faithful to Christ does not depend on our own strength but relies 
on the strength of Christian community and Jesus' own prayers 
of intercession on our behalf. Despite his denials, Peter's faith 
prevails. Repentance, turning back, and seeking forgiveness, 
even for the most egregious failures, are themselves signs of faith. 
These verses point ahead to Peter's restoration to a place of ser-
vant leadership. Christian leaders supported by prayers can find 
grace and strength to continue through repentance and 
forgiveness. 
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John 18:25-27 and 21:15-47: These two passages show what 
full restoration to wholeness looks like when we feel weak or 
ashamed after disappointing God and others. John's Gospel 
offers a full examination of this progression in John 13-20. Jesus 
repeatedly proves faithful, holding nothing back. Despite Peter's 
stated intentions, he holds everything back for his own sake. 
When pressed, like Peter, it is easier than we imagine to down-
play our identity as a Jesus-follower than to bear scrutiny for 
defending it. In John 21, however, Peter experiences a "second 
ending" that reinforces this maxim: We are all more than our 
worst mistake. It is Peter's love of Jesus that grounds Peter's com-
mission to tend Jesus' sheep and to follow him into the future. 
There, in the post-resurrection community, is where Peter and all 
disciples make Jesus fully known. Like Peter, we may see our way 
forward with forgiveness and love to share Jesus' steadfast love 
with others. 

When have you experienced, restoration in your life? Say a 
prayer of thanksgiving or ask for forgiveness so restoration 
may begin. 

STEPPING INTO THE WORLD 

In the Presbyterian tradition, most children are baptized as 
infants. We love to see little ones at the font and may chuckle 

when they respond with full-throated cries of protests and dis-
comfort. These responses are more honest than we often admit. 
Baptism into the life in Christ may require a crash helmet or at 
least a crash course in how to navigate the challenges in a life of 
faithful witness. 

We cannot go it alone as a Christ-follower; we are always better 
together. Following Jesus in community allows us to strengthen 
one another when we stumble and when we feel unworthy to be 
loved by God and others for who we are, warts and all. 
Unfortunately, we can harm one another by failing to offer for-
giveness, by competing for power and influence, or by withhold-
ing compassion from one another. 

The strength and resilience of twelve-step recovery programs 
can teach us much about what being a vulnerable, accepting 
community can be. At the start of each meeting, people gener-
ally begin with the same introduction: "Hi, I am [Name], and I 
am an alcoholic/addict." No one is greater or less than another, 
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and everyone has a chance for redemption and restoration, one 
day at a time. Every day requires accountability to a higher 
power. Participants share in community with those who have 
learned how radical acceptance can change lives. What would it 
be like if our congregations were this vulnerable and accepting 
before God and one another? 

We are called to be disciples, whether to be a mission coworker 
in the South Sudan or a nurse in an underfunded rural hospital, 
whether serving in ordained ministry or as a link on a prayer 
chain. When we follow Jesus, we pledge allegiance to God's 
realm, which is not the same as any of our earthly political, eco-
nomic, or social realms. In the face of the injustices around us, 
we seek to reflect the inclusive love that Jesus shared with Peter 
and others before us who, despite glaring failures, remained 
faithful. Our call is to follow Jesus, to look after all of God's chil-
dren, and to tend the goodness of creation, just as it was for Peter. 
We may well need to deny those parts of ourselves that make it 
hard to do this—to leave unsupportive relationships and forge 
new ones, to simplify our lives, to adjust our budgets to align 
with our desire to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with 
Jesus. 

What do you need to become abetter disciple? Find a prayer! ' accountability partner and seek God's guidance to strength-
en one another. 

SCRIPTURE NOTES 
The following notes from the Uniform Series provide additional 
information about today's Scripture. 
1. Simon Peter (Cephas, John 1:42) was a fervent disciple of 

Jesus, an apostle, and a church pillar (Gal. 2:9). Based on 
Scripture, Peter was enthusiastic, strong-willed, and 
impulsive. According to John, Simon was from Bethsaida; 
Mark says that he lived in Capernaum. Peter, James, and 
John were partners in a fishing business (Luke 5:10). 

2. In Jewish tradition, Messiah (Hebrew) or Christ (Greek) were 
titles associated with an anointed king from the line of 
David who was expected to free Israel from their oppressors, 
purify the people, and restore Israel's independence and 
glory. Peter's proclamation of Jesus as Messiah belies lofty 
expectations that Jesus does not support. 
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3. Peter's rebuke of Jesus leads to Jesus' famous retort, "Get 
behind me, Satan!" (Mark 8:33). In his response and rebuke, 
Peter is a stumbling block to the truth of who Jesus is and 
what he stands for. Jesus calls him to get out of the way and 
get behind him, where a follower is supposed to be. From 
there, Peter and all disciples will be called to deny 
themselves and take up their crosses. 

4. All four canonical Gospels recount that Jesus foretold that 
Peter would deny him before the following cockcrow 
("before the cock crows twice" in Mark 14:30). Jesus speaks 
of Satan, perhaps looking back to Peter's proclamation and 
rebuke of Jesus; Luke 22:32 may look forward beyond Peter's 
denial to his rehabilitation. Peter declares that he would 
never deny Jesus. 

S. John 18:25-27 records the fulfillment of Jesus' prediction 
that Peter would deny him three times. Forms of the verb 
arneomai ("deny") range in meaning from "refuse or 
disdain" to "deny something or say that it is not true" and 
"repudiate, disown, or disclaim association with someone or 
something." 
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